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Abstract. There has been further justification that the legal status 
is a complex political and legal category that reflects the legal 
position of the subject in the state and society as a whole and (or) 
within the limits of certain types of legal relations by consolidating 
its rights, duties, responsibilities and other legally significant 
properties and characteristics in the norms of positive law. 

It is determined that the administrative and legal status of 
scientific-research expert-forensic institutions of the Ministry of 
Internal Affairs of Ukraine is the position of the these institutions in 

the mechanism of the state and in the system of administrative relations, determined by the current 
norms of administrative law by consolidating these subjects of a certain circle and the content of 
rights, duties and other legally significant properties and characteristics. The meaning of the legal 
status is that it is a category that reflects the complex of key aspects of the organization and 
activities of the investigated institutions. 
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Introduction 
 
In defining the structure of the administrative and legal status of scientific-research expert-

forensic institutions of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Ukraine, it is proposed to group the elements 
of the specified status into three blocks or groups: 
- functional-target (purpose, objectives of the task and functions of institutions); 
- structural-organizational (organizational subordination of institutions, the order of their creation, 

liquidation or reorganization, organizational-managerial and functional structures of these 
subjects); 

- competencies (rights and obligations provided to institutions for the accomplishment of tasks and 
implementation of the functions entrusted to them, as well as responsibility). 
 

Methodology 
It is emphasized that the basis (core) of 

the legal status of any subject is their rights, 
duties and responsibilities, since these 
elements indicate the legal possibilities that 
the entity enjoys and what it must do, what 
kind of behavior it is required under the 
relevant conditions and circumstances, as well 
as what negative consequences it expects in 
the case of non-fulfillment (improper 
performance) of its duties and / or misuse of 
the rights granted to it. [3] 

The analysis of the legally established 
directions of the work of the SREFI of the 

Ministry of Internal Affairs of Ukraine made it 
possible to distinguish the following functions: 
a) organizational and managerial; 
b) expert and appraisal; 
c) law enforcement; 
d) informational-analytical and statistical; 
e) registration and accounting; 
f) scientific and scientific-technical; 
g) methodical; 
h) educational and educational; 
i) personnel; 
j) interaction with relevant actors at the 

national level and international cooperation 
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on matters within the competence of 
institutions; 

k) preparing proposals for improving the 
current legal framework. [4] 

 
Results and discussion 

It has been established that the rights of 
scientific-research expert-forensic institutions 
of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Ukraine 
are their recognized and guaranteed 
subjective opportunities that they can use, 
within the limits defined by the legislation, in 
order to realize their functional purpose and 
protect their legitimate interests. [9] 

The rights of scientific-research and 
expert-forensic institutions of the Ministry of 
Internal Affairs of Ukraine are proposed to be 
divided into general and special. The first 
group includes all those belonging to each 
legal entity, because according to the current 
legislation, the SREFI of the Ministry of 
Internal Affairs of Ukraine is a legal entity. 
That is, these entities have separate property, 
they can acquire rights and obligations for 
themselves (in particular, to carry out 
research, educational, consulting and other 
types of works on a contractual basis), acting 
on their behalf in court instances. The special 
rights of scientific-research expert-forensic 
institutions of the Ministry of Internal Affairs 
of Ukraine are those that are given for the 
proper performance of the tasks assigned to 
them and the implementation of the assigned 
functions. These rights are enshrined in the 
provisions of normative legal acts that 
determine the legal status of the SREFI of the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs of Ukraine, as well 
as regulate the implementation of certain 
types of activities for which these institutions 
are authorized to perform. [1] 

The administrative rights of the SREFI of 
the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Ukraine, 
which are proposed to be classified on the 
basis of such a criterion as the direction, 
namely external and internal, are identified 
and characterized. The first, that is, the 
external rights, are those which are 
implemented in the context of foreign 
organizational relations. It is also noted that 
the investigated institutions do not have such 
authorities of external direction, so they carry 
out their rights within the limits of horizontal 
administrative legal relations. By their nature, 
these rights are mostly positive, that is, they 
are expressed in the demand of the Ministry of 
Internal Affairs of Ukraine, acting as the 

competent party, to make certain actions on 
its behalf from another person (persons), 
which in this case is obliged. The first, eligible 
party, without the performance of its duty by 
the last one, will not be able to exercise 
properly the subjective capabilities guaranteed 
by its law. [2] 

It was emphasized that the SREFI of the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs of Ukraine, as a 
subject of public relations, implemented its 
foreign-oriented rights for the sake of: 
a) organizational, technical, scientific, 

informational and material-financial 
support of its activities; 

b) establishing interaction with other subjects 
of public and (or) private law at the 
national, as well as at international levels; 

c) ensuring independence and objectivity of 
performance of expert and evaluation 
works; 

d) protection of their rights and legitimate 
interests; 

e) strengthening and developing its scientific 
and scientific-technical potential. [8] 
As for the second group of administrative 

rights, they are implemented within the 
framework of the relations that mediate 
(accompany) the internal organization of the 
investigated institutions. The rights of this 
group allow the above-mentioned institutions 
to solve independently issues related to: their 
organizational and managerial and 
organizational-functional structure, the 
resolution of personnel issues and the 
implementation of personnel management; 
planning and control; etc. 

The conclusion is based on the fact that 
rights are one of the key elements of the 
administrative and legal status of the 
scientific-research expert-forensic institutions 
of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Ukraine, 
as they point to the subjective possibilities 
that can be used by these subjects of 
administrative law and legal relations. [6] 

However, the public nature of the 
investigated institutions (which is expressed 
in: firstly, their founders are state authorities; 
secondly, they are financed from budget 
funds; and thirdly, they are created for the 
implementation of socially important tasks 
and functions) imposes certain restrictions on 
the circle and the content of their rights, as 
well as some conditions for their 
implementation. 

All rights which are granted to these 
institutions are aimed at enabling them to 
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ensure properly implementing of tasks and 
functions. At the same time, the need for 
effective control over the legality, quality and 
efficiency of the institutions of its functional 
purpose, and the use of the resources 
allocated to them from the budget allocated to 
them, necessitates the consent of the higher 
authorities for the realization of certain of 
their capabilities by the Ministry of Internal 
Affairs of the Ministry of Internal Affairs. 

It has been determined that the duties of 
scientific-research and expert-forensic 
institutions of the Ministry of Internal Affairs 
of Ukraine are the necessary behavior of these 
subjects, the nature, content and extent of 
which is determined by the state in the 
relevant legislation. [5] 

It was found out that the importance of 
duties as an element of the administrative-
legal status of scientific-research expert-
forensic institutions of the Ministry of Internal 
Affairs of Ukraine consists in the following 
aspects: 
a) they (responsibilities) limit and balance the 

subjective capabilities of these institutions; 
b) oblige  the SREFI’s to facilitate the 

realization of their rights, powers, 
legitimate interests by other subjects; 

c) direct the activities of these institutions 
along the lines of legality, expediency and 
public utility; 

d) promote better and more effective control 
over their activities. That is, by relying on 
subjects of a public nature, which are 
investigated institutions, respective 
responsibilities, the state intends: 

- firstly, to prevent abuse of their rights by 
their side, to guarantee the realization of 
the subjective capabilities provided to them 
solely for the purpose of fulfilling its 
function-purpose appointment; 

- secondly, to guarantee the necessary 
attitude of these institutions to other 
participants in public relations and to 
ensure the proper level of productivity of 
their interaction with others; 

- thirdly, to ensure transparency and control 
over their activities. 

Obligations of scientific-research forensic 
institutions of the Ministry of Internal 
Affairs of Ukraine as subjects of 
administrative law should be divided into 
the following groups: 

1. General or Constitutional Duties  
2. Special duties are those that rely on the 

scientific-research and expert-forensic 

institutions of the Ministry of Internal 
Affairs of Ukraine as subjects of the 
implementation of specific socially 
important tasks and functions. [7] 
It has been established that the general 

duties of the scientific-research and expert-
forensic institutions of the Ministry of Internal 
Affairs of Ukraine are those that rely on them, 
as well as on any other participant in the 
social life of our state, regardless of its nature 
or status. The content of these responsibilities 
is, in the main, the need to adhere to a 
number of fundamental principles laid down in 
the basis of the organization and the course of 
social and public life, such as: 
) humanism; 

b) the priority of human and civil rights and 
freedoms; 

c) the rule of law; 
d) legality; 
e) the division of state power into legislative, 

executive and judicial; 
e) openness and transparency of the activity 

of state authorities; 
g) the direction of the activities of public 

administration bodies to ensure both the 
public good and the well-being of individual 
members of society; 

g) availability of public services; etc. 
The range of special duties of the SREFI of 

the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Ukraine is 
singled out as: 
a) those relating directly to the performance 

of expert studies and valuation activities. 
The SREFI is obliged to provide all the 
necessary conditions for conducting 
objective, impartial and highly professional 
work in the specified directions;  

b) responsibilities in the information and 
informational-technical sphere, which 
consist in the necessity of institutions: 

- firstly, inform the public about the essence 
of its activities, its public purpose ( target, 
tasks, functions, directions and forms of 
activity, etc.); 

- secondly, to provide the persons who order 
or entrust the examination with data that 
confirms the institution's ability to provide 
an adequate level of expert research on a 
particular issue; 

- thirdly, to inform the subjects that 
entrusted or ordered to the institution on a 
contractual basis to conduct an expert 
study, about the occurrence of various 
kinds of problem points, complications in 
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the work (for example, the emergence of a 
conflict of interest); 

- fourth, to ensure the appropriate 
preservation and non-disclosure of 
information with restricted access that is 
available to these institutions or in 
connection with their activities;; 

- fifth, to ensure the proper functioning of 
the relevant accounting and information-
retrieval systems; 

c) responsibilities in the field of prevention of 
corruption, according to which institutions 
should take measures for prevention, and 
in case of occurrence, to eliminate the 
manifestations of corruption, as well as the 
conditions and factors that contribute to 
their appearance; 

d) responsibilities in the field of public 
relations, which are: 

- firstly, the need to respond to the order 
and form prescribed by law for the 
corresponding appeals of the the public 
representatives to the investigated 
institutions; 

- secondly, the need for participation in legal 
education of the population, raising its 
level of legal culture and legal awareness; 

e) responsibilities for the creation and 
maintenance of a staffing capability at the 

appropriate level of the SREFI of the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs of Ukraine, 
personnel management. These 
responsibilities require that the mentioned 
institutions constantly take care of the 
level of professional training and 
qualifications of their employees, ensure to 
provide personnel recruitment only with 
high-level professionals;  

f) public safety responsibilities, according to 
which these institutions must take all 
necessary measures to dispose of objects 
and substances that constitute or may 
endanger the health and / or life of the 
population; 

g) obligations to ensure the lawful, efficient 
and appropriate use of funds allocated to 
institutions from the budget. 
It is proposed to understand the notion 

"the responsibility of the scientific-research 
expert-forensic institutions of the Ministry of 
Internal Affairs of Ukraine" as the obligation of 
these subjects provided for by the current 
legislation to incur certain negative 
consequences, the form, the content and 
extent of which are determined by law, for 
committing unlawful actions (inaction). [7] 

 
 

Conclusion 
 
It has been revealed that legal responsibility along with rights and obligations is one of the key 

elements of the legal, in particular, the administrative and legal status of the SREFI of the Ministry of 
Internal Affairs of Ukraine. It (responsibility) outlines the extreme limits of the possible behavior of 
these institutions as subjects of the relevant legal relationship and expresses the negative 
consequences that can be applied to them in the case of the intersection of these limits. 
Effectiveness and efficacy of legal liability as a means of legal flotation on the behavior of subjects 
directly depends on the state legal regulation. Regarding the legal regulation of this responsibility of 
the SREFI of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Ukraine, its level is far from perfect, since there is no 
clear definition of either types of legal responsibility of these institutions or cases of its application to 
them in any normative legal act. 
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