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Abstract. The master class is an original way of organizing the 
activities of teachers within a small group. The master class as a 
local technology of the translation of pedagogical experience 
demonstrates a specific methodological method or method, 
teaching methodology, technology of education, education. It 
consists of tasks that direct the activities of participants to solve the 
pedagogical problem posed. 
Keyword: Master, experience, demonstration, model, classes, 
recommendations, receptions, systematization. 

 
 

1. Method 
 
A master-class, which is becoming a very popular teaching method, is an innovative approach to 

active and professional training in almost all human activities. 
Master-classes sometimes replace different types of practical classes to consolidate the 

theoretical material or several-day courses that cover the basics of newfangled practices of a 
particular social group. 

Given this, it's possible to consider any activity in a kindergarten or elementary school as a 
master-class. Although this interpretation may seem rightful, it is false, because a master-class 
suggests students' having some previous experience and skills, and most importantly, that students 
are somehow knowledgeable in the theory of the subject of the master-class. 

The master class can be compared to sports training, where the trainer is a successful athlete 
who, using his own example and athletic exercises, teaches and trains his students, who are 
athletes, too, though not champions yet. 

 
The main distinction of the master-class 

from the classical and traditional varieties of 
teaching (lessons, lectures, seminars, 
practical classes, etc.) is that the Master 
(Expert), besides giving general information 
about the master-class subject, encourages 
students to develop their skills and knowledge 
based on the Master's knowledge and skills. 

In other words, the master tells, shows, 
offers individual work, oversees and corrects, 
teaches, while students listen, watch, perform 
individual work, correct mistakes, learn and 
increase their personal level. Students' 
creative implementation of the theoretical 
guidelines, which is supervised by the master, 
is, probably, the most effective method of 
teaching both classical and optional, new and 
innovative knowledge, skills, technologies and 
techniques. 

It is necessary to focus on the important 
component of the master-class, i.e., 
creativity. The creative approach used in the 
master-class should concern: 

 communication with students - establishing 
contact with students and maintaining 
students' attention; 

 providing information to students - 
students' perceptions of information 
through their contact with the master; 

 providing feedback from students - 
encouraging students' proposals and ideas, 
etc.; 

 practical exercises - revealing student's 
individual visions, styles, ideas or 
techniques for the technological 
accomplishment of the task. 
Undoubtfully, creativity is easier to 

implement in those areas where it is 
essentially present: music, art, literature, 
architecture, design, etc., and also education. 
Even in exact physics or mathematics, 
creative ideas may lead to discoveries.  

A distinctive feature of the master-class is 
its duration, which usually does not exceed 
several hours. That is, the master-class 
requires enough time only for the 
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development of certain skills suggested by its 
subject. 

Excessing the optimal time, tires the 
students and the master; they lose 
concentration, attention and patience and the 
master-class becomes an academic lesson or 
a training course followed by the examination 
to assess students' performance. 

The master-class is aimed at covering a 
particular subject and presenting and teaching 
specific traditional or new technologies, 
master's ideas and techniques, as well as 
finding out / developing innovative 
technologies or methods as a result of master-
students' joint effort. 

Naturally, there are exceptions to the 
master-class rules and conditions. In such 
cases, a particular master-class subject or 
lack of students' experience are not an 
obstacle to the creative master-students 
collaboration. A creative master-class 
approach can reveal students' hidden and 
unexpected capacities. 

Therefore, it should be noted that in most 
cases, only a combination of certain conditions 
that comply with the master-class objectives 
can make it effective. 

These master-class objectives should 
include: 
 a combination of theoretical and practical 

training through the master-students' joint 
creative work; 

 masters' giving certain knowledge and 
information to students; 

 demonstration of the sequence of actions, 
methods and techniques; 

 commenting on and adjusting the process 
of task accomplishment; 

 students' gaining new professional 
experience and developing new skills; 

 students' receiving exclusive information; 
 students' mastering new / alternative 

methods and techniques; 
 students' master-supervised task 

accomplishment; 
 students' getting enjoyment from their own 

achievements. 
The modern practice of master-classes 

does not offer a definite sequence of the 
master's actions or students' rules of 
behavior. Each master has his/her individual 
style of holding master-classes and his/her 
master-class secrets. 

That is why a master-class can be held in 
any way, without any plans and/or norms. 
Everything depends on the master and 

students. It should be noted that a master 
may use hidden educational and psychological 
techniques that make it manageable according 
to the unwritten procedure. 

 
It is recommended that a master develop 

their modus operandi, which will make their 
master-classes effective. Below is an 
approximate master-class procedure. 
Master-class procedure 

To simplify a master-class preparation, 
organization and conduct, a special procedure 
is proposed. 
 Organizational part. 
 Deciding on the master-class subject. 
 Deciding on the composition and number of 

the master-class students as well as the 
master-class venue, conditions, etc. 

 Preparation of the master-class materials 
(tools, raw materials, equipment, 
literature, samples, etc.) in accordance 
with the master-class plan. 

 II Main part 
 Presentation of the master: 
 characteristics of his/her profession/ 

specialty; 
 his/her achievements, distinctions, 

experience, skills and abilities; 
 comparing master's and other 

techniques/methods; 
 problems, perspectives, forecasts. 
 Presentation of the master-class subject 

(objectives) - theory: 
 information about the content of the 

thematic task; 
 presentation of the thematic sample 

(product, model, etc.); 
 phases (technology) of the task accom-

plishment; 
 basic techniques of the task accom-

plishment and thematic materials. 
 Practical training: 
 master's demonstrating certain techniques; 
 students' doing the techniques demon-

strated by the master; 
 joint analysis of the results; 
 doing corrections. 
 Simulation: 
 students' individual/group work to practice 

the new techniques/methods; 
 master's supervising students' individual/ 

group work, counseling and making 
corrections; 

  Final part 
 students' presentations of their individual 

works; 
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 students' works assessment; 
 discussing the results of the master-class 

The proposed procedure may help make 
the master-class optimally effective, because 
it allows reducing its resource costs, saving 
time and creating a productive dialogical 
atmosphere. 

Thus, a master-class is an effective way of 
students' practical self-improvement. The 
master-class system and work plan proposed 
by us as well as students' curiosity and desire 
for professional self-development can create 
the conditions for an effective master-
students collaboration. 

 
2. Experience 

In addition to a routine school work, school 
teachers periodically hold master-classes on 
decorative and applied arts for intermediate 
and/or final assessment of students' artistic 
activities and their positive emotional effects. 
These master-classes are held by the 
specialists (school staff), who are skilled in 
arts, to share their experiences and skills with 
the students from different arts clubs and/or 
interest groups. 

Usually, those master-classes are attended 
by teachers from other schools, as well as 
students' parents, relatives and friends. 
Students can demonstrate their arts skills by 
copying, and sometimes even improving 
masters' artistic and technological techniques. 
Beginner guests, while discovering a world of 

arts, enjoy the artistic work, which can 
prompt them to try their hand in arts. 

Those master-classes are characterized by 
the absence of the age barriers between the 
master and the students and/or between the 
guests and the master from the very beginning 
of the master-class. Everyone gets carried away 
by creative enthusiasm, pleasant 
communication and joint work, which promotes 
students' understanding of the master's 
teaching and instructions. As a result, any 
completed work of art seems perfect not only to 
the students, but to the master, as well. 

For a specific reinforcement of student's 
skills, the master encourages the students to 
take part in various exhibitions and children's 
contests held outside the school. This 
participation is a good chance for the students 
to make known their initial artistic skills at 
children/youth district, city or state events, 
which, in the future, may offer the students 
good opportunities for serious artistic work. 

At the same time, the master's need to 
share their knowledge, skills and experience is 
satisfied with their new master-classes that 
they held in other schools, at children's clubs, 
exhibitions, fairs, etc. 

The master also needs the daily development 
of their knowledge and skills and learning new 
artistic methods and techniques. That is why the 
master from time to time turns into a master-
class student and attends different master-
classes held by other masters. 

 
 

Conclusion 
 

Based on the author's own experience, it can be concluded that a master-class as a popular 
active professional teaching/training method can be used in any human activity. Interested and 
creative attitudes towards master-classes may promote professional growth of both masters and 
students. Because of master-classes' great effectiveness, they should be popularized and widely 
used as a teaching/learning innovation to develop students' skills in various fields. 
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