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Analysis of recent research and 
publications. During the existence of Ukraine 
as an independent state, monographs on 
anti-corruption issues were conducted by 
L. Arkusha, O. Hida, O. Lukomskyi, L. Melnyk, 
E. Nevmerzhytskyi, O. Novakov, A. Safonenko, 
S. Shalhunova, O. Tereshchuk.

Some issues of combating corruption and 
corruption-related off enses were re ected in 
the research of P. Andrushko, M. Bazhanova, 
Yu. Baulina, V. Borysova, V. Harashchuk, 
O. Hladun, O. Kalman, M. Kamlyk, 
V. Klymenko, O. Kostenko, O. Lytvak, 
M. Melnyk, M. Mykhailenko, V. Navrotskyi, 
V. Shakun, N. Yarmysh, Z. Zahynei, A. Zakaliuk, 
V. Zelenetskyi  and  others.

At the same time, beyond these and other 
studies, the question remains about the need 

to further study the factors that in uence the 
commission of corruption off enses in the  eld 
of higher education and to improve ways of 
overcoming this phenomenon.

The purpose of the article is to study 
the factors of the occurrence of corruption 
off enses in higher education institutions during 
the educational process and ful llment of 
organizational and administrative functions 
by offi  cials who work in the  eld of higher 
education, in order to improve the directions 
of combating this negative phenomenon at 
the national level, at the level of Institute of 
Education and Initial  Process.

Presentation of the main research material. 
After Ukraine chose the vector of integration 
development, aimed at joining the European 
Community, the state faced an urgent problem 
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Despite the positive changes in national anti-corruption legislation, anti-corruption measures in 
the  eld of higher education need to be improved, in particular in terms of developing an integrated 
approach at the national level, as well as at the level of the institute of education, the educational 
process and the public.
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of combating corruption in various spheres of 
society. In this regard, the priority measures 
for the authorities are primarily to overcome 
corruption in the state.

Therefore, in recent years, a number of anti-
corruption legal acts aimed at counteracting 
corruption have been adopted in Ukraine. Also 
was changed the Criminal Code of Ukraine 
(CC of Ukraine) in the part of diff erentiation 
and strengthening of responsibility for the 
commission of corruption crimes.

However, a survey conducted in September-
October 2017 by Ilko Kucheriv Democratic 
Initiatives Foundation and Company “Ukrainian 
Sociology Service” showed that almost half of 
the population, 44% – estimates corruption as 
the most serious problem in Ukraine. Among 
those people who during the last year faced 
corruption, the majority (51%) did so in medical 
institutions, in higher educational institutions 
(24%), in local authorities (about 15%) [1].

The aforesaid shows that counteracting 
corruption in the sphere of higher education 
in the Ukrainian society is still very relevant. 
Fighting corruption in higher education 
is an urgent problem today. In society, 
especially among young people was formed 
a cult of money and power, and not a cult 
of reason and knowledge. This is evidenced 
by sociological research conducted by Ilko 
Kucheriv Democratic Initiatives Foundation 
and Company “Ukrainian Sociology Service” in 
December 2016. Thus, among the most serious 
problems of Ukrainian higher education is 
the corruption of the teaching staff  in higher 
education institutions (HEI) (37%, whereas in 
2015 – 50%) [2].

Therefore, the eff ectiveness of the  ght 
against corrupt manifestations is impossible 
without a well-grounded analysis of the causes 
of corruption and a clear understanding of the 
essence of this phenomenon.

The emergence of corruption off enses in HEI 
at the level of the educational process can be 
divided into three contingent stages:

1) entering (this problem was partially solved 
by the introduction of an external independent 
evaluation in 2008). However, the basis for 
corruption was the calculation of additional 
points for future entrants for the republican 
olympiads and student work performed in a 

competition held by the Small Academy of 
Sciences of Ukraine;

2) educational process – the most widespread 
and most uncontrolled stage of spreading and 
prosperity of corruption in HEI.

The analysis, which was conducted in 
2012 showed that corruption actions during 
the learning process in HEI faced 74,6% of 
respondents, including in defense diploma – 
23,3%, to prevent the deduction from HEI – 
22,9%, when deciding on the postponement of 
the session, its premature delivery, obtaining 
permission to re-arrange an item – 11,5% of 
the respondents. The following tendency is 
threatening: the number of students faced with 
corruption by the teachers or the administration 
of EIE increases according to the year of 
study [3];

For example, in the case of an oral face-
to-face format, in which take place the 
examinations, there is almost no supervision 
of the evaluation process and its regulation. 
You can pay for reassembly or increasing 
ratings obtained in written exams, etc. Another 
example, which is often  xed, is off ering 
students the opportunity to take paid “private 
lessons”, which are obligatory for successful 
studying and obtaining a diploma. Another 
form of corrupt manifestations is gifts from 
student groups that have grown into the same 
conventional bribe form, as well as the purchase 
of textbooks or other publications by teachers 
and professors [4];

3) the completion of the educational process, 
postgraduate training, academic and scienti c 
degrees. Today, in Ukraine, unfortunately, there 
are “prices” for obtaining scienti c degrees.

The HEI workers can also commit corruption 
off enses not only at the aforementioned 
stages, but also during the performance 
of organizational and administrative 
and administrative-economic functions. 
In particular:

– the heads of the departments may receive 
remuneration for the placement of staff  for 
admission to the postgraduate study and 
the successful completion of the candidate’s 
examinations, the deans and their deputies – at 
the entrance exams;

– rectors, pro-rectors may assign state and 
extrabudgetary funds;
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– administrative staff  of deaneries and 
similar units – for false statements, certi cates 
of training and education diplomas (this kind of 
corruption in the administration of academic 
institutions is a particularly complex and secret);

– other categories of teaching and support 
staff  (methodists, technicians, secretaries, 
employees of HR departments, dean’s offi  ces, 
even librarians) – for performing mediation 
functions in the sale of control, laboratory, 
course and diploma.

At the same time, in the institutions of 
higher education there is a rather low level 
of public counteraction to corruption: the 
lack of adequate public control over the 
examination sessions, the passivity of student 
self-government in eliminating corruption, and 
lack of cohesive solidarity among teachers in 
counteracting abuse [4].

Cases of counteraction to corruption in the 
 eld of higher education from the part of law 
enforcement bodies, as a rule, relate to the 
lower level of administration of educational 
institutions, as rectors are not under the 
attention of law enforcement bodies, although 
in pedagogical collectives there are actively 
discussed instances of invisible nepotism 
and misuse of budget funds, namely higher 
management of the HEI. The only exception is 
the detention in 2013 of a bribe of P. Melnyk – 
the rector of the National University of State 
Tax Service of Ukraine, and in 2015 the opening 
of criminal proceedings against the head of 
the Ukrainian Center for Educational Quality 
Evaluation I. Likarchuk, two of his deputies and 
four persons for abuse of offi  ce and falsi cation 
of the results of external independent 
evaluation during 2014-2015.

However, Borodyanskyi District Court of the 
Kyiv Oblast, on December 5, 2017, acquitted the 
ex-rector P. Melnyk, and the Solomyanskyi Court 
of Kyiv in March 2017 returned the indictment 
against the employees of the Ukrainian Center for 
the Evaluation of the Quality of Education to the 
General Prosecutor’s Offi  ce of Ukraine. A similar 
situation is also observed with respect to other 
criminal proceedings, where high-level offi  cials 
are involved in sphere of higher education.

In this regard, we can identify a number 
of factors that contribute to the causes of 
corruption off enses in the HEI:

– imperfect legislative framework regulating 
education activities and anti-corruption 
activities in the complex (many provisions are 
such that they allow ambiguous interpretation 
of the law, a number of provisions are not fully 
coordinated with each other, and the need for 
its systematization and uni cation);

– underdevelopment of the modern labor 
market from the point of view of low demand 
for highly skilled specialists (lack of connection 
of studying and training in higher educational 
institutions with employment and wages);

– deformation of the value system – the 
general depreciation of morality as a necessary 
component that determines behavior; low 
value of self-development; the low value of 
education and knowledge, as a consequence, 
the loss of motivation: at the level of students 
before acquiring knowledge; at the level of the 
teaching staff  – to the honest performance of 
professional duties;

– outdated educational process (conservative 
methodology of teaching and learning, lack of 
external assessment at the stages of studying 
in higher education institutions, subjectivity of 
assessment of students’ knowledge (assessed 
by teachers who teach discipline, absence of 
external monitoring, state order and struggle 
among higher educational institutions for public 
places an order blocking student deductions);

– disappointment and apathy by teachers to 
the educational process due to low remuneration 
for work and the lack of professional growth 
opportunities (many teachers go to work in 
other  elds or go abroad);

– lack of respect for teaching work by 
students;

– inactivity of students who have their 
reasons for corruption actions (availability 
of diff erent ways of  nancing education, in 
particular, contracting education – less corrupt, 
budget – has a  eld for the development of 
corruption);

– unwillingness of some students to make 
eff orts to acquire knowledge and to  nd ways 
to obtain a positive assessment of the exam, 
term paper, diploma, provoking the teacher’s 
actions;

– students are silent about cases of giving 
and extortion of monetary or other material 
remuneration;
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– low level of public control over the 
examination sessions and the passivity of student 
self-government in eradicating corruption [4, 5].

In addition, offi  cials who work in the  eld 
of higher education and do not work in the HEI 
are left out of the way, in particular, it concerns 
the employees of the Ministry of Education of 
Ukraine, branch state authorities, whose sphere 
of management includes institutions of higher 
education (Ministry of Defense of Ukraine, 
Ministry of Internal Aff airs of Ukraine, Ministry of 
Health of Ukraine, Ministry of Infrastructure and 
others), authorities of the Autonomous Republic 
of Crimea, local self-government bodies, whose 
sphere of management includes institutions 
of higher education, persons who provide 
educational services under the contract, etc., 
which according to the Law of Ukraine “On Higher 
Education” also belong to the system of higher 
education of Ukraine [6]. The employees of these 
bodies control the work of institutions of higher 
education, issue licenses, carry out accreditation, 
distribute state funds, carry out state purchases, 
etc. Therefore, when performing these functions, 
there is a high probability of committing them 
with corruption crimes.

Thus, the valuation of the HEI activity 
is carried out, mainly on the quantitative 
indicators that the educational institution seeks 
to provide in any ways. For example, to report 
on the availability of areas, renting unnecessary 
and un t for the organization of the educational 
process of the premises.

To achieve certain indicators among the 
teaching staff  of candidates of sciences, 
associate professors, doctors of sciences, 
professors, they do their best to increase 
their number. Not a level of quali cation and 
professional skills, and the presence of a 
scienti c degree and a scienti c rank determine 
the attitude of the teacher and his status in 
the HEI, which will not be  red even if there 
are signi cant shortcomings in the work, will 
forgive the acts of corruption, since without it 
it’s impossible to pass accreditation.

Another problem of Ukrainian education 
is the lack of transparency and openness in 
the distribution of state budget funds among 
educational institutions. At the offi  cial level, 
corruption in education is  xed, mainly at the 
stage of public procurement [4].

Taking into account the above-mentioned overcoming of corruption in the sphere of higher 
education, it is necessary to carry out at diff erent levels, in particular:

– on the national level – improvement of the normative base and implementation of the reform in 
the economic sphere of education;

– changes at the level of the institute of education – increase of remuneration for teachers, 
strengthening of the responsibility of the education worker for committing a corruption off ense, 
elaboration of a clear program and plan of measures for combating corruption, etc.;

– the reform of the initial process – the introduction of new European forms of education, the 
implementation of impersonal forms of examination and examination, the introduction of external 
evaluation of the main subjects at certain stages of training, increase teaching, etc.;

– at the public level (student council) – initiation of regular meetings with higher education 
administration to improve the educational process, monitoring corruption risks directly by students, 
establishing cooperation with public organizations, etc.

This is also con rmed by the poll conducted by the Ilko Kucheriv Democratic Initiatives Foundation 
and Company “Ukrainian Sociology Service” in December 2016. Thus, according to the population, the 
 rst steps to improve the quality of higher education should be: combating all forms of corruption and 
dishonesty in higher educational establishments (bribes, writing off  course papers and theses, etc.) – 
44% (in 2015 – 59%), stimulating scienti c (39% vs. 32% in 2015), salary for teachers – 37% (in 2015 – 38%), 
establishing cooperation with the best world universities – 35% or more linking teaching with the needs 
of the future profession – 33% [2].

Conclusions
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for eff ective work aimed at to overcome corruption in this area.


